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~ | ed, in the town of Frankfort-on-the-Maine, a

ciety, as well as opening out 1o hun a source of

__|eleventh year; and on his return to Frank-

two years before this date, in 1312; but the

MEMOIR OF THE HOUSE OF
ROTHSCHILD.

It is usual to trace the origin of great fam-
ilies to some gallaat exploit, or some lucky
accident, which suddenly raised the ancestor
of the house from obscurity, and provided
him atYhe same time with a legend to his
coat of arms. The representatives of such
farmlws-are born personages of history; their
name, title, and estate—their position in the
country—descending to them by inheritance,
and so continuing from generation to genera-
tion, till war or revolution damages or re-
moves the oild landmarks of society. But
there are other origins which it would be
vain to endeavor to arrive at by a similar
process; the origins of houses that rise stead-
ily, not suddenly, in their peculiar career,
and the success of which is not secured by a
single incident, but distributed evenly over
the lifetime of one or more generations, In
such cases, the germ of prosperity must be
sought for in the family mind—in the idio-
syncrasy of the race; in the theory by which
their conduct in the world is governed; and
the first accident, which attracts the attention
of the vulgar as the origia of their fortune,
1s merely a powmt d’appui selected by fore-
The rise of the
house of Rothschild presents a very remark-
able illustration of this view of a question
which will never cease to be interesting, and
affords a striking instance of the natural and
simple means by which those vast results are
obtained which it is customary to ascribe to
chance or miracle.

In the widdle of the last century there liv-

husband and wife of the Hebrew persuasion
who lavished all their cares upon a son,
whom they destined for the profession of a
schoolmaster. The boy, whose name was
Meyer Anselm Rothschild, and who was born
at Frankfort in the year 1743, exhibited such
tokens of capacity, that his parents made
every effort in their power to give him the
advantage of a good education; and with this
view he spent some years at Furth, going
through such a curiculum of study as ap-
peared to be proper. The youth, however,
had a natural bent towards the study of an-
tiquities; and this led him more especially to
the examination of ancient coins, in the
knowledge of which he attained to consider-
able proficiency. Here was one step on-
wards in the world; in after years, his anti-
quarian researches proved the meauns of ex-
tending and ramifying his counections in so-

immediate support. His parents, however,
who were noted as pious and upright char-
acters, died when he was yet a boy, m his

fort, he set himself to learn practically the
routine of the counting-house.

After this we find him in Hanover, in the
employment of a wealthy banking-house,
whose affairs he conducted for several years
with care and fidelity; and then we see open-
ing out under his auspices, in his native city,
the germ of that mighty business which was
destined to act so powerfully upon the gov-
ernments of Europe. Before cstabliuhing his
little banking-house, Meyer Anselm Roths-
child prepared himself for the adventure by
marrying; and his prudent choice, there is
no doubt, contributed greatly to his eventual
success in the world.

About this time a circumstance is said to
have occurred, to which the rise of the Roths-
childs from obscurity is ascribed by those
who find it necessary to trace such brilliant
effects to romantic and wonderful causes.—
The Prince of Hesse-Cassel, it seems, in
flying from the approach of the republican
armies, desired, as he passed through Frank-
fort, to get rid of a large amount in gold and
jewels, in such a way as might leave him a
chance of its recovery after the storm had
passed by. With this view he sought out
the humble money-changer, who consented
reluctantly to take charge of the treasure,
burying it in & corner of his garden just at
the moment when the republican troops co-
tered the gates of the city. His own pro-
perty be did not conceal, for this would have
occasioned a search; and cheerfully sacri-
ficing the less for the preservation of the
greater, he re-opened his office as soon as
the town was quiet again, and recommenced
his daily routine of calm and steady industry.
But he knew too well the value of money to
allow the gold to lie idle in his garden. He
dug it forth from time to time as he could
use it to advantage; and, in fine, made such
handsome profits upon his capital, that on
the duke’s return in 1802, he offered to re-
fund the whole, with five per cent interest. —
This of course was not accepted. The
money was left to fructify for twenty years
longer, at the almost nominal interest of two
per cent.; and the duke’s influence was
used, besides, with the allied sovereigns in
1514 to obtain business for ‘*the honest
Jew” in the way of raising public loans.

The **honest Jew,” unfortunately, died

whole story would appear to be cither entir-
ely a romance, or greatly exaggerated.—
Rothschild must have already been sclected
by the Prince of Hesse-Cassel as the depos-
itary of a sumn amounting, it issaid, to £30,-
000, exclusively of the jewels. At any rate,
it was in the year 1501 he was appointed
agent to the landgrave, alterwards Elector ol

ory as that of the prince’s return) a loan of
::nr’millions was co[:ltracted with the Danish
court through the house of Rothschild. Be-
fore this—and nccessarily so no doubt—his
knowledge, and the tried rectitude of his
conduct, had gamed him great confidence;
his wealth had increased, and an enormous
extension of the field of his operations had
taken place. The fact appears to be, that
by this time the banker of Frankfort was
more in the habit of rendering asustance
than of requiring it; and the grand duke of
the day, to whom the Israelites owed their
civic and political rights, pominated him a
member of the electoral college, expressly
as g reward for his generous services to his

fellow-citzens.
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history of the house—for their dead father
may be said to direct to this hour the opera-
tions of his children! In every important
crisis he is called into their counsels; in
every difficult question his judgement is in-
voked; and when the brothers meet in con-
sultation, the paternal spirit seems to act as
president. The explanation of this well-
known and most remarkable trait in the fam-
ily is not difficult to thos¢ who are in the
habit of penetrating through the veil of the
romantic, in order to arrive at the simple re-
alities of life. The elder Rothschild was
obviously a man of comprehensive intellect,
who did not act on the spur of chance or
necessity, but after mature reflection, and on
rules distinctly laid down; and he must have
brought up his children in a certain theory,
which survived his mortal part, and became
identified with his memory. This is the only
idolum conjured by the piety of his descend-
ants. His bearing, we are told, was tranquil
and unassuming; although a devout man,
according to his views of religion, his devo-
tion was so completely untinged with bigotry,
that in his charities he made no distinction
between the Jew and the Christian,

Iu 1812, Rothschild left to the mighty for-
tunes, of which his wisdom had laid the foun-
dation, ten children—five sons und five
daughters; laying upon them, with his last
breath, the injunction of an inviolable union.
This is one of the grand principles to which
the family may be traced. The command
was kept by the sons with religious fidelity.
The co-partnership in which they were left,
remained uninterupted; and from the mo-
ment of their father's death, every proposal
of moment was submitted to their joint dis-
cvssion, and carried out upon an agreed
plan, each of the brothers sharing equally in
the results. The other great principles of
their conduct is one wh‘scﬁ actuates all pru-
dent men, and is only deserving of special re-
mark in them, from the almost mechanical
regularity with which it was acted upon, this
was the determination never to run the slight-
est risk in pursuit of great profits. I heir
grand object was to see clearly each trans-
action to its termination, to secure themselves
from all accidents that human forethought
could avert, and to be satisfied with a rea-
sonable and ordinary reward. The plan
acted in a twofold manner. By husbanding
their capital, they were enabled to take ad-
vantage of a thousand recurring coinmis-
sions, so as to extend their connection day
by day; while their habitual caution earned
for them a reputation of solidity, which, uni-
ted with their real wealth, carried their cred-
itto a pitch which would have been danger-
ous, if not fatal, to less steady intellects.—
Credit, however, was no snare to them.—
They aflfected no master-strokes—no coups
d’dal. They would have used the lamp of
Aladdin, not to summon genii, but to hght
their steps as they toiled on in the path of
genii. ‘The only secrets by which they ob-
tained their choice of innumerable offers of
business, were the moderation of their de-
miands—the punctual fulfilment of their en-
gagements—and the simplicity and clearness
and of their system. In short, the house of
Rothschild became great because its affairs
were conducted upon the most perfect system
of mercantile tactics, and because the char-
acter of its members, partaking largly ofthat
of the original banker of Frankfort, combin-
ed many of those amiable qualitics which se-
cure popularity without forfeiting respect.—
They sought to make money by skill and in-
dustry, not parsimony; they gave a liberal
share of their profits to all whose services
were of use in attaining them; and their
hand—

“ Opeu as day to melting charity™—-

doubled the value of th. zift by the grace
with which it was presented—the grace im-
pressed upon the external manner by a sim-
ple and kindly heart.

We may vow mention another circum-
stance which, on various occasions, must
have contributed largely to the mercantile
success of the family. Although their real
union continued indissoluble, their places of
residence were far assunder, each member
of the house domiciling himself in a different
country. At this momeat, for instance, An-
selm, born in 1773, resides at Fraokfort;
Solomon, born in 1774, chiefly at Vienna;
Charles, born in 1778, at Naples; and James,
born in 1792, at Paris. The fifth brother,
Natham, born in 1777, resided in London,
and died at Frankfort n 1537, The house
was thus ubiquitous. It was spread like a
net-work over the nations; and it is no won-
der that, with all other things considered, its
operations upon the money market should at
length have been felt tremblingly by every
cabinet in Europe. Its wealth in the mean
time enabled it 1o enjoy those advantages of
separation without the difficulties of distance.
Couriers travelled, and still travel, from
bhrother to hrother at the hightest speed of
the time; and these private envoys of com-
merce very frequently outstripped, and sull
outstrip, the public expresses of government.

We have no means of giving anything like
the statistics of this remarkable business;
but it is stated in the ** Conversations Lexi-
con,” that in the space of twelve years from
1813 —the period, we may remark, when war
had ruined all Europe, and when govern-
ments were only able to keep themselves
afloat by flinging the financial burden upon
erity—between eleven and twelve hun-
dred million florins ( £110,000,000 to £120,~
000,000} were raised for the sov'g’s of Europe
through the agency of this house, 5?[1]] as
loans, and partly as subsidies. these,
500,000,000 florins were for Eagland; 1320,-
000,000 for Austria; 100,000,000 for Prus-
sia; 200,000,000 for France; 120,000,000
for Naples; 60,000,00 for Russia; 10,000,-
000 for some of the German courts; and
30,000,000 for Brazil. And this, it is added,
is exclusive ** of those sums for the allied
courts, of several hundred millions each,
which were paid as an indemnity for the war
to the Freach, and likewise of the manifold
preceding operations executed by the house
as commissioners for different governments,
the total amount of which far exceeded the
foregoing 7 This, however, may already be

reality, the vast business of lht; ﬁﬁn can hard-

ly be said to have commenced till afier the
dozen years referred to had expired.  Since
the year 1826, the house of Rothschild has
been the general governmem bankers of
Europe; and if it were possible to compare
the two circles of transactions, the former
would scem to dwindle into msigniticance.

In 1515, the brothers were appointed
counsellors of finance to the then Elector of
Hesse; and in 1526, by the present elector,
privy counsellors of finance. [n 1818, they
were elected to the royal Prussian privy
council of commerce. In Austria, they re-
ceived, in 1815, the privilege of being here-
ditary landbolders; and in 1522, were en-
nobled in the same country with the title of
baron. The brother established in London
was appointed imperial consul, and after-
wards consul-general; and in the same year
(1522) the same hovor was conferred upon
the brother resident in Paris. The latter,
the Baron James, has the reputation of beiag
the most able financier in France; and it is
mainly through his assistance and influence
with the other capitalists that railways are
now intersecting the length aund breadth of
the land.

Nathan, the brother who resided in Eng-
land, left four sons, three of whom r:lﬁl
among the most distinguished aristocracy of
the British capital; the fourth, Nathan, re-
siding in ‘Paris. The eldest, Lionel de
Rothschild, is priviledged, as a British sub-
ject, to bear the title ol an Austrian baron;
his brothers being barons only by courtesy.
The second has been recently created a bar-
onet of England, as Sir Anthony de Roths-
child; and the third, Baron Meyor, is now
high sheriff’ of Buckinghamshire. Baron
Lionel de Rothschild was invited by the Re-
form Association to stand us a candidate with
Lord John Russell for the representation of
London in the present parliament, and was
returned third on the list. It will have been
observed that a consultation was held by the
chancellor of the exchequer with this heredi-
tary financier, before ministers ventured
upon their late celebrated letter, authorizing
the Bank of England to extend its issues.

Most of the members of this family have
martied, and live in great splendor here or
on the continent; and 1t must be observed,
as something characteristic of the race, that
their choice of wives has usually been a good
one. InLonden, where we know them best,
the widow of Baron Nathan is held in great
esteem for her inexhaustible charity, in the
course of which, we observe by the newspa-

fosmation of an educational institution for
children of the Christian faith. Her sister,
the lady of Sir Moses Moutefiore, is popular-
ly known as a suitable helpmate for her phil-
anthropic partuer. The sister of Baron
Nathan, widow of the brother of Sir Moses
Montefiore, is likewise well known for her
liberality, and more especially for the large
funds she has bestowed on the establishment
of schools for all religious denominations.

But there is another female of this remark-
able family whom we must mention in a spe-
cial manaer, and with her name we conclude.
She is the widow of the banker of Fraokfort,
the mother of the five brothers, and grand-
mother of those flourishing men who are now
rising proudly among the aristocracy of Eu-
rope. The following notice of this venera-
ble and venerated lady we take from ** Les
Matinees de Samedi” of G. Ben Levi. *“ In
the Jews’ street at Frankfort-on-the-Maine,
in the midst of Gothic fagades, black copings
and sombre alleys, there is a house of small
exterior, distinguished from others by its
luxurious neatness, which gives it an a
pearance of singular cheerfulness and fre
ness. The brass on the door is polished, the
curtains on the windows are as white as
snow, and the staircase, an unusual thing
the damp atmosphere of this dirty quarter, is
always dry and shining.

*The traveller who from curiosily visits
this street—a true specimen of the umes
when the Jews of Frankfort, subjected to
the most intolerable vexations, were restrict-
ed to this infected quarter—will be induced
to stop before the neat and simple house, and
perhaps ask, * Who is the venerable old lady
seated in a large arm-chair behind the little
shining squares of the window on the first
story?' This is the reply every citizen
of Frankfort will make:—*In that house
dwelt an Israelite merchant, named Meyer
Ansclm Rothsehild. He there acquired a
good name, a great fortune, and a numerous
offspring ; and when he died, the widow de-
clared she would never quit, except for the
tomb, the unpretending dwelling which had
served as a cradle to that name, that fortune
and those children.’

* ('optinued prosperity has attended the
sons of the pious and modest widow. Their
name is become Eunropean, their wealth pro-
verbial. They inhabit sumptuous palaces in
the most beautiful quarters of Paris, London,
Vienna, Naples, and Frankfort; but their
mother, persevering'in her admirable modes-
ty, has not quitted ber comparatively humble
house, where those sons come to visit her
with respect and reverence, and discharge
their dutics in memory of their estimable
father, thus presenting bright examples for
the present ume.”’—Chambers’ Journal.

ReMARKABLE DREAM.—Some ninety vears
ago, there flourished in Glasgow a club of
young men, which, from the extreme proﬂl-.
gacy of its members and the licentiousness of
their orgies, was commonly called the Hell
Club. BBeaides their nightly or weekly meet-
ings, they held one grand annual saturnaha,
in which each tried to excel the other in
drunkenness and blasphemy; and on these

whose lurid light was more conspicuous than
that of young Mr. Archibald B., who, endow-
ed with brilliant talents and a handsome per-
son, had held out great promise in his boy-
hood, and raised hopes which had beea com-
pletely frustrated by his subsequent dissipa-
tions.

One morning, afler returning from this an-
ual festival, Mr. Archibald B. having retired
to bed, dreamed the following dream .—

The personal character of Meyer Anseim
Rothschild is not of small consequence i the

cousidered an anuquated authorty; for, in

He fancied that he himscll was mounted

pers, she has contributed largely towards the | ET0%9€¢

occasions there was no star amongst thew |of
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on a favorite black horse, that he alwavs
rede, and that he was proceeding towards
b own house —then 4 country-seat embow-
cred by trees, and siuated wpon a Wll, now
entirely built over, and furmang part of the
city—when a strunger, whous the darkness
of night prevented huis distwnctly disceruing,
suddenly seized bis horse’s rein, saying
“You must go with me'” '
“ And who are you "' exchimed the young
man, with a volley of caths, whilst he srug-
gled to free himself. '
** That you will see by and by,"” returned
the other, in a tope that excited wnae coun-
table terror in the youth; who, plungug his
spurs into his horse, attempted 1o Uy, but
vain. However fast the amumal flew, the
stranger was still beside hin, ull &t boagth,
in his desperate efforts to excape, the nder
was thrown; but, instead of being dashed 10
lfhﬁ_emh. I.l- he exlpl:xod. he found himsell
alling—falling—falling still, as 1 suking |
to the bonhr:glln urlgb. o
At length, a period bei 1o this
terious descent, he ﬁau;‘brﬂh [ mq:y:
of his companion, who was still beside hum,
whither they were going. ** Wherg am |/
Where are you taking me?" he exclammed.
“To hell' replied the stranger; and us-
mediately interminable echoes repeated the
fearful sound, ** To hell! to hell' to hell'"

At length a hight appeared, which soon in-
creased to a blaze; but, insicad of the cries,
and groans, and lamentings, the terrified
traveller expected, nothiag met his ear but
sounds of music, mirth, and jollity ; and he
found himself’ at the entrance of a suberb

building, far ex g any he had scen con-
structed by h:m Withia, tee,
what a scene! No amusement, employ ment,

or pursuit of man on earth, but was here be-
ing carried on with a vehemence that excited
his unutterable amazement. * There the
young and lovely still swam through the
mazes of the giddy dance! There the pan-
ting steed still bore his brutal nder through
the excitements of the goaded race! There,
over the midnight bowl, the intemperate stll
drawled out the wanton ormaudhin blas-
phemy! The gambler plied forever his end-
less game, and the slaves of Mammon toiled
through eternity their bitter task: whilst all
the maguificence of earth paled before that
which now met his view.”

He soon perceived that he was

old acquaintance, whom he knew to be dead;
and each, he observed, was pursuing the vb-
ject, whatever it was, that had formely en-
d him; when, finding hunsell reheved
of the presence of his unwelcome conductor,
he ventured to address his former friend Mre
D.—whom he saw sitting, as had been her
wont on earth, absorbed at loo—requesting
her to rest from the game, and introduce hum
to the pleasures of the place, which appeared
to bim to be very unhke what he had ex-
pected, and wndeed an extremely agrecable
one. But with a ery of agony, she unswer-
ed, that there was no rest i hell; and they
must ever toil on at those very pleasures,
and innumerable voices echoed through the
interminable vaults, ** There s no rest
hell!” whilst throwing open thewr vests, cach
disclosed 10 his bosom an ever-burning flame !
These, they said, were the pleasuivs of hell,
their choice on earth was now their ey ita-
ble doom'! In the midst of horror this scene
inspired, his conductor returned, and, at les
earnest entreaty, restored him agwin to carth,
but, as he quitted him, he said, ** Remember!
in a year and a day we meet agam!”

At this crisis of hs dream, the slecper
awoke, feverish and ill; and, whether from
the effect of the dream or of his preceding
orgies, he was 3o unwell ar to be obliged W
heep his bed for several days; during which
period he bad time for many serous reliec
tions, which terminated n a resolution e
abandon the club and his licentivus compan-
ions altogether.

He was no sooner well, however, than
they flocked around hun, bent on recovering
so valuable a member of their society; and,
}ll'il’lg wrung from him a confession of the
cause of his defection, which, as may be sup-
posed, appeared to them emnent by rubicu-
lous, they soon contrived to make hun asham-
ed of his good resolutions.  He josed thew
again; resumed s former course of hic,
and whean the annual saturnaba came round,
be found hinself with his glass w s hand a
the table; when the president, rising to maks
the acenstomed speech, began with saving,
« Gentlemen, this bemg Jeap-vear, s a
year and a day since our lust anmiversary, '
&e., ke, The words struck upon the s sung
man's ear hike a koell; but, asharmed o va-
pose his weakuness to the jewrs of lis o
panions, he sat out the feast, plymg bl
with wine even more hiberally than usesl, m
order to drown his intrusive thoughts, till, w
the gloom of & winter's morning, he mount d
his horse to nde home some hours g rer-
wards, bis horse was found, with his sadile
and brvdle on, quietly grazing by the road.
side about hall-way between the cily and
Mre. B.'s house; whilst & low yusds wil luy
the corpse of s master.

Now, as | have saul mn introducing tins
story, it is no fiction; the greumstance hap-
pened as here related.  An gccount ol if was
published at the tuse, but the copws were
bought up by the famuly. Two or thees
however, were preserved, and the narralive
bas been l‘!']ll'il!‘led.-—.'rt Cromw:

Tic-Dororgux.—A paragraph from the
« Medical Tunes'’ appenred i the  Faoly
Herald" and other periodicals, t the effect
that this most painful complajut had entirely
ceased on a single application of the «rfradct
tobacco. A\ correspondent of the Fatrid,
sho had been induced to try the specihe,
witvs, that *“from its pungent nalure, §s
speedily entered the system and produced
vomitings and other painful effects ™ It re-
moved the fic ; but, says the wrier, “in
using this remedy, there s ample need to
eount the cost. ' He adds, that sular ol
fects to those which he had experwaced had
been felt by dogs afficted wuh the mangs
to which the extract had been apphed ex-

ternally.
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